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Sedalia resident
collects, restores
Army, vehicles
Tom Munds

-tmunds@ourcoloradonews.com

Sedalia resident Fred LaPer-
riere has his own historic preser-
vation program going as he col-
lects and restoresArmy vehicles,

. most from the World War II era.
"I was raised on a ranch and

there were a lot of old military
vehicles around," he said. "They
were sturdy and well built. Thirty
years ago,
I .bought a
World War II
Jeep made
in 1942 at an
auction at
the old Low-
ry Bombing
Range. I re-
stored it and
that's the ve-
hicle I drive
around town
most of the
time."
In the buildings around his

Sedalia home, he has restored
rare vehicles from the World
War II era like the amphibi-
ous Jeep and a
three-wheeled
Jeep. The three-
wheeled Jeep is
a prototype by
Daves Compa-
ny. It was tested
but never put
into production.
LaPerrieresaid it
maybe the only operating three-
wheeled Jeep in existence. "

About 20 years ago, he took
on a major challenge as he de-
cided he wanted to restore a
U.s. Army mobile meteorologi-
cal weather station.
He found the vehicle, a large,

van-like enclosure mounted on
a standard Army 1 Y2 ton truck.
"Finding the vehicle turned

out to be the easypart because
the van that housed all the me-

teorological
and weather-
reporting
equipment
was stripped
out to .the
walls," La-
Perriere said.
"I got very
lucky be-
cause, in my
search for
the equip-
ment, I lo-
cated the

manual for the weather station.
The manualnot only listed the
800 individual items for the sta-
tion.it gave complete measure-

where they were located in the
van."
The

all the equipment, charts,manu-
als and materials that would
be inside one of these mobile
weather stations."
There were gauges to mea-

sure and record wind velocity,
a teletype to send and receive
weather information and even a
portable two-way radio for voice
communications. He even_hasa
uniform from the era on a-hang-
er in the station.
"The project is a success,"

LaPerriere said as he donned
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cabinets were built to
government speci-
fications and put in
their proper location
in the van, Then he
began the search for
the equipment to
complete the restora-
tion.
"I found some

items on line and
some at auction," he said.
"Gradually, I began to assemble

UTheonly' thing Ihaven't
been able to find is a

World War II rain gauge."
ments for all of the cabinets
.to hold all that equipment as


